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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . In view of applicant's amendment filed on 1 0/31/2006, the status of the 
application is still pending with reference to claims 1-10. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set " 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-4 and 7-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over the admitted info ([0004] of specification) in view of Barber et al. (US Patent No. 
6,799,030, hereinafter. Barber et al. 

Regarding claim 1 , the admitted info discloses a computer system that receives 
voice sounds ([0004] - voice sounds recorded via microphone), converts the voice 
sounds to a voice packet ([0004] - sound card converts the analog voice signal to digital 
data), and then sends the voice packet ([0004] - packet Is sent to another user). 

The admitted info does not disclose that the packet is sent over a USB to a 
GPRS card, which then sends the signal wirelessiy to another user. 

Barber et al. teach a wireless modem with GPRS capabilities (Column 2, lines 8- 
9, and 13) and that said modem could be connected to a computer via USB (Column 2, 
lines 2-3). 
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At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to connect the computer system disclosed in the admitted info through USB to 
the wireless modem taught in Barber et al. to send messages wirelessly over the 
modem's GPRS capabilities. 

The motivation for doing so would have been to utilize the plug and play 
capabilities of the USB interface on a computer to create a wireless voice over IP or 
Internet Phone system which would allow the user to talk freely through his computer 
from anywhere. 

Claim 2 describes the opposite steps of step 1 and is therefore rejected using the 
same argument used to reject claim 1. 

Regarding claims 3-4, the admitted info discloses a microphone ([0004]) and 
speakers ([0004]). 

Regarding claim 7, the admitted info discloses all the limitations except that the 
GPRS card has an antenna. 

Barber et al. teach a wireless modem with a GPRS card that has an antenna 
(Fig. 1,Ref. No. 110). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to connect the computer system disclosed in the admitted info to the wireless 
modem with antenna taught in Barber et al. to send messages wirelessly over the 
modem's GPRS capabilities. 

The motivation for doing so would have been to utilize the plug and play 
capabilities of the USB interface on a computer to create a wireless voice over IP or 
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Internet Phone system which would allow the user to talk freely through his computer 
from anywhere. 

Regarding claim 8, the admitted info discloses all the limitations except that GSM 
can be used. 

Barber et al. teach GSM (Column 2, line 12). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to connect the computer system disclosed in the admitted info to the wireless 
modem taught in Barber et al. to send messages wirelessly over the modem's GSM 
capabilities. 

The motivation for doing so would have been to utilize the plug and play 
capabilities of the USB interface on a computer to create a wireless voice over IP or 
Internet Phone system which would allow the user to talk freely through his computer 
from anywhere. 

Regarding claim 9, the admitted info discloses all the limitations except that 
GPRS card uses a CODEC to convert the voice signal to digital packets. 

Barber et al. teach a CODEC on the GPRS modem (Fig. 1, Ref. No. 125). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to connect the computer system disclosed in the admitted info to the wireless 
modem taught in Barber et al. 

The motivation for doing so would have been to utilize the plug and play 
capabilities of the USB interface on a computer to create a wireless voice over IP or 
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Internet Phone system which would allow the user to talk freely through his computer 
from anywhere. 

Regarding claim 10, the admitted info discloses all. the limitations except that a 
CPU is contained on the GPRS module to convert voice data to voice packets. 

Barber et al. teach a CPU that converts voice data to voice packets (Fig. 1, Ref 
No. 170). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to connect the computer system disclosed in the admitted info to the wireless 

L 

modem taught in Barber et al. to send messages wireless over the modem's GPRS 
capabilities. 

The motivation for doing so would have been to utilize the plug and play 
capabilities of the USB interface on a computer to create a wireless voice over IP or 
Internet Phone system which would allow the user to talk freely through his computer 
from anywhere. 

4. Claims 5-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
admitted info in view of Barber et al., as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of 
Owen et al. (US Patent No. 6.947,485 hereinafter. Owen et al.). 

Regarding claims 5-6, the admitted info in view of Barber et al. discloses all the 
limitations except for PCM voice/data conversion. 

Owen et al. teach a conversion technique that can handle audio/digital 
compression of PCM data (Column 5, line 60). 
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At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one of ordinary sl<ill in 
the art to add the conversion methods taught in Owen et al. to the communications 
system disclosed in the admitted info in view of Barber et al. so that voice signals could 
be converted into PCM voice data and so that the PCM voice data could be converted 
back to an analog voice signal. 

The motivation for doing so would be to allow for a variety of different protocols to 
be able to use the wireless Internet PhoneA/olP system. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-10 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian L. DeGrano whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1 138. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:00 AM to 
5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ricky Ngo can be reached on 571-272-3139. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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